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• Glenury Royal
• Bruichladdich
• Glenlochy 
• Highland Esk/North Esk/ Montrose/Hillside/Glenesk
• Benromach
• Fettercairn
• Strathdee

• Glenmavis 
• Lochside 
• Ben Nevis

• W.A Gilbey
• W.H Holt
• Associated Scottish Distillers (ASD)
• Train & McIntyre
• McNab Distilleries

• Emigration to Canada 
• Pilot training and WW1

• The move to Vancouver
• The business in Vancouver
• The First Trans-Canada Flight (Basil Hobbs

• Rumrunning
• The ships 

◦ When Prince Albert cut the the Frisco Honolulu cable
• The Hobbs messages

• Back in UK
• DCL and National Distillers - The cooperation plans that failed
• Ferrolene and the patent
• The Great Cattle Ranch
• Inverlochy  Castle
• Torlundy and Ocean Mist
• Hobbs passes away 1963
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JOSEPH W. HOBBS – The Last Whisky Baron? – PART 7 

DISTILLERY ACQUISITIONS - GLENURY ROYAL - DOES A 19-YEAR-OLD QUEEN DRINK 
WHISKY? 

Hobbs will in short time buy up 7 distilleries together with investors or on behalf of 
National Distilleries (Train & McIntyre/Associated Scottish Distilleries). National 
Distillers (ND) was one of "the four" in the USA. The others were Schenley, Seagrams 
and Hiram Walker. Scotch whisky imported into the United States had increased both in 
quantity and market share. After the planned collaboration between DCL and ND for gin 
distilleries in NJ  had been cancelled (see part 6) ND lost the distribution rights for Black 
& White in USA. ND secured the source of Scotch whisky by buying distilleries. The 
brand was Old Angus – “Gentle as a Lamb” 

GLENURY ROYAL 

According to Barnard, the distillery was founded around 1836, but production already 
started in Q4/1825 or Q1/1826. Captain Robert Barclay (1779 - 1854) was one of the 
owners. He seems to have let others to manage the distillery as the development of 
agriculture seems to have been his main interest. 

In 1838 a feud arose between Glenury Royal and Royal Brackla over the right to call 
themselves "Royal". 

One newspaper takes odense at Glenury Royal claiming to supply whisky to a Queen not 
even 20 years old and asks how Her Majesty consumes the whisky: 

if her Majesty takes it neat, or "Kirsen it wi' reekin water" or probably infuses into 
saccharine acid mixture, vulgarly called punch. 

It ends with both distilleries being called Royal. Royal Lochnagar will later become the 
third. 

Already in 1839, Glenury Royal is up for rent, but production continues without anyone 
leasing it. The price to rent the distillery is lowered, but no one is interested. In 1847 the 
manager dies, and it seems that production is stopped. 

In 1857 William Ritchie from Glasgow leases the distillery. In 1909 he dies, and his sons 
William Hamilton Ritchie (1862-1944) and Henry Oliphant Ritchie (1867-1953) take over. 

In 1929 production stops completely and on July 26, 1937, Hobbs and Hatim Attari (a 
financier and theatre man born in India) buy the distillery and investments are made. 
Glenury becomes the first oil-fired distillery and in September 1937 the production 
starts. 



Hobbs settles at Glenury House and in 1938 the distillery is sold to Associated Scottish 
Distillers (a new company owned by National Distillers, USA) where Hobbs is CEO and 
co-owner. 

Due to the war, the production is stopped in 1940, but Glenury is the first distillery to 
resume production in 1944. In 1940, Hobbs leaves ASD and Glenury and is succeeded 
by James Watt from Glenlivet Distillery. 

Diageo buys the distillery in 1953 and it is closed 1987. 

 

On the website https://glenlochy.com/pages/12/31 there are more details. 

All summaries can be found here: 
h=ps://www.repspect.se/joseph_hobbs_summary.html 
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From Hearings before the Temporary National Economic Committee Congress of the United States 1939



LIFE 2 May 1938The Star Tribune  25 Sept 1939

Benromach 

Strathdee 

Glenury Royal 

Fettercairn 

Glenlochy 

Montrose 

Bruichladdich 

Train & McIntyre Ltd 
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Official Gazette of the United States  
Patent Office 12 December 1935 
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Captain Robert Barclay Allardice 
 (1779 – 1854) 

The Aberdeen Press and Journal – 
12 December 1838

GLENURY ROYAL

The Aberdeen Journal and General Advertiser 
for the North of Scotland 16 December 1838

Production 10.10. - 10.10.                                        1824            1825          1826



Sir George Hayter’s Coronation  Queen Victoria  
(Wikipedia) 1838 

Barclay & M’Donald – Whisky Distillers to the 
Queen! Such is the notice which greeted our 
visual organs on thee walls of Huddersfield. 
Distillers of whiskey to a young virgin Queen, 
not yet 20 years old !! Pro-di-gi-ous !!! We have 
heard of snuff to his Majesty – of shoemakers, 
hosiers, dress-makers, robe-makers, bonnet-
makers &c. &c. to her Majesty, as we can very 
well comprehend such articles to be necessary 
and useful, but who ever before heard of a 
young lady standing in need of whiskey? Do tell 
us, Mr M’Donald, if her Majesty takes it neat, or 
“Kirsen it wi’ reekin water” or probably infuses 
into saccharine acid mixture, vulgary called 
punch. 

GLENURY ROYAL

The Hull Packet and East Riding Times 6 July 1838

The Aberdeen Press and Journal - 25 December 
1839  glenlochy.com 2024



glenlochy.com 2024

The Stonehaven Journal - 7 December 1905

GLENURY ROYAL

Hatim Attari foto 1947  
(Privat samling)The Daily Mirror - 4 December 1944 

The Aberdeen Press and Journal - 16 September 1937


