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JOSEPH W. HOBBS - The Last Whisky Baron? — PART 7

DISTILLERY ACQUISITIONS - GLENURY ROYAL - DOES A 19-YEAR-OLD QUEEN DRINK
WHISKY?

Hobbs will in short time buy up 7 distilleries together with investors or on behalf of
National Distilleries (Train & Mclntyre/Associated Scottish Distilleries). National
Distillers (ND) was one of "the four" in the USA. The others were Schenley, Seagrams
and Hiram Walker. Scotch whisky imported into the United States had increased both in
quantity and market share. After the planned collaboration between DCL and ND for gin
distilleries in NJ had been cancelled (see part 6) ND lost the distribution rights for Black
& White in USA. ND secured the source of Scotch whisky by buying distilleries. The
brand was Old Angus - “Gentle as a Lamb”

GLENURY ROYAL

According to Barnard, the distillery was founded around 1836, but production already
started in Q4/1825 or Q1/1826. Captain Robert Barclay (1779 - 1854) was one of the
owners. He seems to have let others to manage the distillery as the development of
agriculture seems to have been his main interest.

In 1838 a feud arose between Glenury Royal and Royal Brackla over the right to call
themselves "Royal".

One newspaper takes offense at Glenury Royal claiming to supply whisky to a Queen not
even 20 years old and asks how Her Majesty consumes the whisky:

if her Majesty takes it neat, or "Kirsen it wi' reekin water" or probably infuses into
saccharine acid mixture, vulgarly called punch.

It ends with both distilleries being called Royal. Royal Lochnagar will later become the
third.

Already in 1839, Glenury Royal is up for rent, but production continues without anyone
leasing it. The price to rent the distillery is lowered, but no one is interested. In 1847 the
manager dies, and it seems that production is stopped.

In 1857 William Ritchie from Glasgow leases the distillery. In 1909 he dies, and his sons
William Hamilton Ritchie (1862-1944) and Henry Oliphant Ritchie (1867-1953) take over.

In 1929 production stops completely and on July 26, 1937, Hobbs and Hatim Attari (a
financier and theatre man born in India) buy the distillery and investments are made.
Glenury becomes the first oil-fired distillery and in September 1937 the production
starts.



Hobbs settles at Glenury House and in 1938 the distillery is sold to Associated Scottish
Distillers (a new company owned by National Distillers, USA) where Hobbs is CEO and
co-owner.

Due to the war, the production is stopped in 1940, but Glenury is the first distillery to
resume production in 1944. In 1940, Hobbs leaves ASD and Glenury and is succeeded
by James Watt from Glenlivet Distillery.

Diageo buys the distillery in 1953 and it is closed 1987.

On the website https://glenlochy.com/pages/12/31 there are more details.

All summaries can be found here:
h=ps://www.repspect.se/joseph_hobbs_summary.html
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From Hearings before the Temporary National Economic Committee Congress of the United States 1939
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Captain Robert Barclay Allardice
(1779 - 1854)

GLENURY ROYAL

SER A

GLENURY ROYVAL DISTILLERY.
AVING found on my veturn from England, that
an Advertisement has been put forth by a Rival Dis-
tillery, throwing a doubt upen the Authénticity of the** Ap.
pointment of Distillers of Whisky to her Majesty in Sent-
land,” having been obtained by this Company: I begasone
of the Partnors of the Royal Glenury Distillery Company, to

subjoin a Copy of the Warrantof Appointment.

** By Virtue of the Power to megiven, I hereby appoint
Joux Wispson of Glenury, near Stonchaven, Scotland, to
the plnee of Distiller of Whizky to her Mojesty in ordinary.
Heisto haveand cnjoy all the Rights, Proflts, Privileges,
and Advantages to the said Place belonging, during my
Will und Pleasnre.

Given under my hand this Twentleth day of January,
1838, in the first year of her Majesty’s Reign ™
(Signed) “ARGYLE."

* Entered in the Office of the Board of Green Cloth, this
12th day of Febroary, 1838."

(Signed) “ CHAS, HILL."

I now call the Proprictor of the Distillery above alluded
tn, to produce a Copy of his professed Appointment, which I
doubt his being nble to do, having hudthe Books of the
Board of Green Cloth carefully examined, and find that on no
other Distillery in Scotland has this distinguished privilege
been conferred. I am therefore justified in asserting that
the Glenury Distillery Company alone possess the Royal Ar

pointment, sl
JOIIN WINDSOR.
Glenury, 10Uh December, 1838,

N.B.—The Glenury Royal Uistillery Company have np-
pointed MrJoux Macrares of Aberdecn their sole Agent,
for the sale of their Whisky in.the Uity of Aberdecn, and
throughout Seotlind Nortii of the Tay.

) s

THE ROYAL DISTILLERY, BRACKLA,
N Advertisement having appeared in the publie
papers, from one of the Pavtners of the Glenury Distil-
lery Company, allunding to the above Establishment as a
“Rivar Distinesry,” Captain FRASER begs again to in-
timate that the distinguished hononr of using the Royal Arms
on every thing connceted with his work, was granted to him
by his Iate Majesty, dated * Windsor, 15th Aug., 1833," Her
present Majesty Queen Vietoria being most gracionsly pleased
to confirm and vontinue the privilege, dated * Windsor, 18th
May, 1838." Itis, therefore, no * profession’ on the part of
the Proprictor of the l:oyal Distillery to sny. that the Royal np
pointment was originslly conferred upon him, on nccount of
the far-famed character which the BRACKLA HIGHLAND
WIISKY hasso long and justly maintained all over Seotland ;
Jand, furthier, he is the only Distiller in the kingdom, who has
had the high honour of supplying the Royal Table.

Captain Fraser would have never conceived it neeessary te
bring this before the publie, but for the ofticious interference
|of one of the Partners of the Glenury Distillery Company, with
his Agent in Aberdeen.

Royal Distillery, Brackla,
25th Deeember, 1838,

The Aberdeen Press and Journal —
12 December 1838

The Aberdeen Journal and General Advertiser
for the North of Scotland 16 December 1838

Production 10.10. - 10.10.
| Barclay, M‘Donald & Co. | Glenury -

1824

2 R

1825

1826
10,411 |

11,097 I

glenlochy.com 2024



s &G

R . $ iz VL
Sir George Hayter’s Coronatio
(Wikipedia) 1838

,d\ 4
n Queen Victoria

GLENURY ROYAL

Barclay & M’Donald - Whisky Distillers to the
Queen! Such is the notice which greeted our
visual organs on thee walls of Huddersfield.
Distillers of whiskey to a young virgin Queen,
not yet 20 years old !! Pro-di-gi-ous !!! We have
heard of snuff to his Majesty — of shoemakers,
hosiers, dress-makers, robe-makers, bonnet-
makers &c. &c. to her Majesty, as we can very
well comprehend such articles to be necessary
and useful, but who ever before heard of a
young lady standing in need of whiskey? Do tell
us, Mr M’Donald, if her Majesty takes it neat, or
“Kirsen it wi’ reekin water” or probably infuses
into saccharine acid mixture, vulgary called
punch.

The Hull Packet and East Riding Times 6 July 1838

For Sale, the Glenury Royal Distillery.
To be Sold by Private Bargain,
HE LEASE, whole APPARATUS, and MA-
CHINERY, and GOOD-WILL, of that extensiveand
very complete MALT DISTILLERY at GLENURY, carried
v under the Firm of Banceay, Macoovawn, & Co,, and ciw
pable of producing 2,000 Gallons of Whisky per week.

This long-cstublistied work is situated on the River Cowie,
within a mile of the Sca-port of Stonebaven, (the County
Town of Kincardineshire) and 15 miles South of the City of
iberdeen.  The neighbouring County vields a supply of Bar-
tey adegunte, both in point of quantity and quality, to tho
consumpt of thie Concern,

Coals cun be imported nt Stoneliaven at a very casy rate§
9l Peats of the best quality can be procured, at a low price,
"1 the vicinity, The Draft and Dreg is in constant demand.

The supply of Water is not only abundant at all scasons, for
every purpose, but is, from its softness, and the absence of all
wineral solution, particularly well adapted to Distillation; in
eonsequence of which, and of the highly finproved construcs
tion of theapparatus, the Whisky of the Glenury Royal Dis-
tillery stands in high repute, Loth in the Scotch and English
Markets,

The Lease, which embraces tbout 5 Acresof Arable Ground,
in weldlition to the scite of the Works and Water. Fall, extends
1o Whitsunday 1866, with intermediate breaks, in the option
of Tenunt,—nt Whitsunday 18435, 1832, and 1859 ; and, with
eogird to-the Buildings of the Concern, (all of which are most
«ubstantinl, and in the best stute of repair, having been con-
rneted ehiefly within the lnst fow years), the Lease contains
coratin stipulntions hizhly favourable to the Lessees,

i the meantime, the business of the Distillery will be con-
dieted s formerly, :

Purther particulurs muy be learned of Messrs, JouNSTONE
¢ Fanguian, Solicitors, Lomlon; Messts, Gurbox & STEW-
art, W, 8. Edinburgh; Messrs, A, & D. J. BANNATYNE,
Writors, Glasgow 3 Messrs, Bratkie and Sairn, Advocales in
Aberdeen ; and Messrs, Beayp and Beaxerr, Writers, Stone.
haven,=—by all of whom Ground-plans of the Premisces will be
furnished to enguirers; amd the Works will be shiewn by Mr
Antx, MLarex, the Munager and Distiller.

Iee. 3, 1839,

The Aberdeen Press and Journal - 25 December
1839
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'WHAT IS WHISKY? GLENURY ROYAL

MURRAY'’S

1 Glenury is Pure Pot Still Malt .Whisky, end is

from any adulteration with grain spirit. It is

years old, of Rich Flavour and Bouquet, and is ip &
hly sound condition for consumption.

y Dhatitlery, revonstructed and equipped with the lotest appliances;
umed work after-a sty years' spell of inactivity, ("Press and Joumal®
Coovright.)

| S :
Hatim Attari foto 1947
(Privat samling)

The Aberdeen Press and Journal - 16 September 1937 = et .
The Daily Mirror - 4 December 1944
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