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• Glenury Royal
• Bruichladdich
• Glenlochy 
• Highland Esk/North Esk/ Montrose/Hillside/Glenesk
• Benromach
• Fettercairn
• Strathdee

• Glenmavis 
• Lochside 
• Ben Nevis

• W.A Gilbey
• W.H Holt
• Associated Scottish Distillers (ASD)
• Train & McIntyre
• McNab Distilleries

• Emigration to Canada 
• Pilot training and WW1

• The move to Vancouver
• The business in Vancouver
• The First Trans-Canada Flight (Basil Hobbs

• Rumrunning
• The ships 

◦ When Prince Albert cut the the Frisco Honolulu cable
• The Hobbs messages

• Back in UK
• DCL and National Distillers - The cooperation plans that failed
• Ferrolene and the patent
• The Great Cattle Ranch
• Inverlochy  Castle
• Torlundy and Ocean Mist
• Hobbs passes away 1963
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JOSEPH W. HOBBS – The Last Whisky Baron?     - Part 5 
 
The Marine Building and Hollywood in Vancouver 
 
 
As previously menHoned, Joseph Hobbs made a lot of money during the ProhibiHon. 
 
Along with his schoolmate from Sault Ste Marie, Fred G. Johnston (CEO of G.A. SHmson's - an 
old bond house) he entered a project - The Marine Building. In April 1929, Hobbs became 
CEO of one of the subsidiaries and in charge of the project, which would become Vancouver's 
tallest building. 
On the website hWps://glenlochy.com/pages/12/70 there are more details. 
 
 
A meeHng with architects, city representaHves and others is held. The report from the 
meeHng is 274 pages long and Hobbs is very acHve during the meeHng. He suggests garages 
under the building and has opinions about the placement of toilets. 
Early on, the project has financial problems and Hobbs goes to England to find financiers, but 
can’t find any: 
 
“but had found Old Country investors cau6ous". 
 
In March 1929, the mayor of Vancouver took the first sod and in October 1930 the building 
was inaugurated. 
    
The financial problems conHnue and financial irregulariHes in the bond house SHmson are 
discovered. In January 1931, the management of the company, including Johnston, is 
arrested and he is sentenced to three years in prison. 
Hobbs has already le` the company and is not accused of any crime. However, he loses large 
sums of money in the project – exactly how much is unclear. 
A seaplane and a Zeppelin to this day reminds of Hobbs. 
 
In 1931, the divorce with Mabel Dell is finalized and he marries Evelyn Florence Appleyard 
from England. 
 
Do not give up! Hobbs starts a new project. In 1932 he spends two months at Universal 
Studios, LA. The idea is to build a “Hollywood” in Vancouver, but the plans are never realized. 
He moves back to England and starts a new business in London. 
 
All summaries are available here: hWps://www.repspect.se/joseph_hobbs_summary.html 
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Whitehorse Star - April 5, 1929

An early architect’s drawing of the Marine 
Building on Burrard Street, before the design 
was finalized. McCarter & Nairne, University of 
Calgary #MCA447-10.

The Province Sun - April 29, 1928
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The Vancouver Sun March 12 1929 - Hobbs left 

Calgary Herald April 27, 1929

Stimson´s Development Co -Officers and Directors



National_Post April 17, 1930

The Vancouver Sun, October 7, 1931 - 
Johnson teft,  Hobbs right



Marine Building -  Private Collection
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Zeppelin - Photo  Wikipedia - Alethe Winter 2006.

Seaplane- Photo: John Orr July 2022



The Province  January 18, 1931

North Bay Nugget January 17, 1931



The Vancouver Sun   December 24, 1932

The Vancouver Sun   August 19, 1932


