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JOSEPH W. HOBBS — The Last Whisky Baron? - Part5

The Marine Building and Hollywood in Vancouver

As previously mentioned, Joseph Hobbs made a lot of money during the Prohibition.

Along with his schoolmate from Sault Ste Marie, Fred G. Johnston (CEO of G.A. Stimson's - an
old bond house) he entered a project - The Marine Building. In April 1929, Hobbs became
CEO of one of the subsidiaries and in charge of the project, which would become Vancouver's
tallest building.

On the website https://glenlochy.com/pages/12/70 there are more details.

A meeting with architects, city representatives and others is held. The report from the
meeting is 274 pages long and Hobbs is very active during the meeting. He suggests garages
under the building and has opinions about the placement of toilets.

Early on, the project has financial problems and Hobbs goes to England to find financiers, but
can’t find any:

“but had found OIld Country investors cautious".

In March 1929, the mayor of Vancouver took the first sod and in October 1930 the building
was inaugurated.

The financial problems continue and financial irregularities in the bond house Stimson are
discovered. In January 1931, the management of the company, including Johnston, is
arrested and he is sentenced to three years in prison.

Hobbs has already left the company and is not accused of any crime. However, he loses large
sums of money in the project — exactly how much is unclear.

A seaplane and a Zeppelin to this day reminds of Hobbs.

In 1931, the divorce with Mabel Dell is finalized and he marries Evelyn Florence Appleyard
from England.

Do not give up! Hobbs starts a new project. In 1932 he spends two months at Universal
Studios, LA. The idea is to build a “Hollywood” in Vancouver, but the plans are never realized.

He moves back to England and starts a new business in London.

All summaries are available here: https://www.repspect.se/joseph_hobbs_summary.html



An early architect’s drawing of the Marine
Building on Burrard Street, before the design
was finalized. McCarter & Nairne, University of
Calgary #MCA447-10.

1 per cent

DEBENTURES

With  denominations of

e rights of pur-

at One Dollar per
0 no par value
shares of the Common

Stock of the Company for

0 per cent

DEBENTURES

With denominations  of
%100 or any multiple there-
of ; can be cashed at any
time with acerued interest,
g 30 days’ Notice
to the Company.

is plan of Deben-
obtain 6 per

ings, and practically, cash
urity at any time.
We believe that this plan
of Investment will meet

the requirements of the
majority of Canadians, as
it offers a high rate of
interest  without  risk.

The Marine Building at Vancouver

Is under conmstruction.

This is the largest

office building in Canada, west of Toronto.
The tower reaches 200 feet in height

Stimson’s Canadian Development
Company Limited

liead Office: Commerce and Transportation Building, Toronto

1. BRANCH OFFICES IN CANADA

Whitehorse Star - April 5, 1929

e —

TORONTO, April 24 —Captain Joseph
W. Hobbs, Vanccuver, was today elect-
ed western vice-president of G. A.
Stimson & Co., the oldest bond house
in Canada.

The Province Sun - April 29, 1928
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Stimson’s Canadian Development Gompany i.td.

Offers You Safety and Profitable Returns Through

THE MARINE BUILDING

The Vancouver Suﬁ March 12 1929 - Hobbs left

OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Provilent and Thrector:
LT -COLONEL FREDERICK GRAHAM
JOHNSTON, M.C., Toronty, Ont.

Presdibont it Dilewcton of G AL Stimson & Co,, L

First Vice-Prexident,
MAJOR EDWARD PARDEE JOHNSTON
‘ Landon, England
Boarnmar and Sollortor

General Maniger:

CAPT. JOSEPH WILLIAM HOBBS
Vancouyer, B.C.
Shigownor wud Miikdor

Secratary-Tronswrer and Diveclor:
WILLIAM JAMES DOW
Taronta, Onr, ,
Secretiney T ol U A Stinmen & Cou Linnml

VicePresident and Direchor:
MAJOR l...‘\.l?erl.\‘('E E. CLARK

oronto, Ont.
Vick e and DIveetor of G A Stluwon & Ca L imicte)

Director:
HENRY HARRIS THOMAS
Toronto, Out.
Viow Poes. undd Diieeoron ul G A Stimwn & G Limited
Dizeclor:
RERTRAM KIRKPATRICK JOHNSTON

Toronte, Ont.
Buriser ast Solicdior

Stimson’s Development Co -Officers and Directors

VANCOUVER, B.C.

6%
Redeemable Debentures

(Non-transterable)
PRICE 100 TO YIELD 6

INTEREST
Interest payable semi-annually by cheque January st and July
Ist each year. (Interest cheques payable at par at any chartered
bank in Canaca without deduction for exchange).

CAN BE CASHED QUICKLY

This issue of Debentures is primarily intended to meet the re-
quirements of Investors who do not wish to invest their funds for
A definite fixed period, but only for such length of time as may
suit their convenience. The 1 feature of this Debenture is
that the Registered holder can demand the return of the full face
value thereof plus accrued interest upon giving 30 days’ notice in |
writing to the Company.

CASH RESERVE

While it is anticipated that a large proportion of the Company's

investments will be in the form of fixed assets such as Revenue-

producing buildings and real estate, It is intended that the Company

will at all times retain a Reserve of Cash, readily negotiable bonds,
ete. with which to redeem such debentures of this lssue as may be

desired by the holders thereof. 3
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THE
MARINE BUILDING

This bullding Is Leing built on the corner
of Hastings and Burrard Streets in the city
of Vancouver, BC. Its 20 storeys extend up-
ward 200 feet. It will be the highest and largest
office bullding in Canada west of Toronto.

FOR FULL PARTICULARS APPLY.

G. A. STIMSON & CO.

LIMITED
THE OLDEST BOND HOUSE IN CANADA

THE MARINE BUILDING

Offices at: TORONTO, MONTREAL. OTTAWA,
VANCOUVER and CALGARY

Res. Manager, H. . HOGAN, Calgary.

For 46 years every bond issued, recommended and sold
by G. A. Stimsen & Co., Li., has paid interest and prin-
909 Lancaster Building. MO9665 cipal when due.

: 1%
First Charge Fully Registered Debentures
PRICE 100 TO YIELD 7%

INTEREST
Interest payable semi-annually by cheque January st and July
1st ‘each year. (Interest cheques payable at par at asy chartered
benk In Canada without deduction for exchange). ;

% MATURITY

The principal money secured by these Debentures will be repaid
together with interest on any date specified by the applicant on his
original application for the same or on the death of the
bolder or on the desth of the surviver of the joint
holders whichever shall first occur. Thus enabling investors to in-
vest their funds and to obtain repayment of the same upon any
date they may name provided that such date is named on the
original application for the debenture.

SECURITY
These Debentures are secured by a First Charge upon all the
assets of the Company and rank prior to the 6% Redeemable De-
#s well as to the common stock.

MAIL THIS COUPON TO
G. A. STIMSON & CO,, LTD.

909 Lancaster Bullding
CALGARY, ALBERTA
Please send me full particulars regarding tho
debentures of Stimson Canadian Development
Co., Ltd. This does not obligate me in any way.

Calgary Herald April 27, 1929
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New Money For Marine Bldg.

It is reported that J. W. Hobbs,
Vancouver manager of Stimson’s Cana-
dian Development Co., has announced a
deal with Starrett Investment Corp. of
New York for the financing of the
Marine Building, Vancouver, & promo-
tion of the former company. Accord-
ing to the announcement, $1,000,000 in
cash wouyld be made available for com-
pletion-of the buildings

National_Post April 17, 1930

The Vancouver Sun, October 7, 1931 -
Johnson teft, Hobbs right

.“;i'ﬁ THE VANQQUVER SUN' (aaasien)

(Marine Ppildinﬁ Centralizes Trade of the Port of Vancouvei-v
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Seaplane- Photo: John Orr July 2022 ‘

Zeppelin - Photo Wikipedia - Alethe Winter 2006.
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Police Seize Books|| Charged With Conspiracy
[n Vancouver Offices||
Of Stimson Companies||

Stimson’s Canadian Development Co. Premises‘ .
in Marine Building Scene of First Raid--- RIChmond and
Documents Found There Impounded.

Burnaby Reeves

MERCHANTS' EXCHANGE BLOCK Are Returned
! WAS N§XT ON VISITING LIST Dickinson and Fiddes Are| |

Elected Coucillors in
West Vancouver.

|
Special Constables Placed on Guard Following
Conference Between Representative of
Attorney-General Pooley and Officials. ONPIDENCE in their 1930 sdmin.

istrations was expressed by voters

‘FOI.\OWIN(} recent bankruptey proceedings involv-| are (1) Laurence E. Clark, vice-president and general

I
[
I
The Province January 18, 1931 }

ing G. A. Stimson companles, chief officlals of the
firms were arrested upon charges of conspiracy by in-
structions of the attorney-general’'s department. They

manager; (2) Frederick G. Johnston, president of the
parent company, and (2) W, J. Dow, secretary-treasurer.

North Bay Nugget January 17, 1931



EMPIRE M MADE
FILMS MOVE
TO AID PLAN

CAPT. J. W. HOBBS
INTERESTED

A Vancouver syndicate, headed by

Captain J, W. Hobbs, has for the past
year been investigating the possibili-
ties of establishing a motion picture
industry here, Captain Hobbs told The
Vancouver Sun today.

“Certain Hollywood picture inter-
ests have stated their willingness to
contract for the purchase of the en-
tire output of pictures of a studio es-
tablished in Vancouver for release in
all countries,” he declared.

Captain Hobbs said he had no plans
to auncunce yet as he has been wait-
ing to see what the Imperial Confer-
ence would do to stimulate the mov-
ing picture industry in the British
Empire,

IN THE FUTURE

He- intimated, however, that he

might have an interesting announce-

ment to make in the near future.
J. Y. McCarter, architect, and R.

| MOVIE INDUSTRY
FOR VANCOUVER*

Has Idea l

J
{

l

CAPT. J. W. HOBBS

PICTURES

CANADIAN MOTION

PROJECT

PLANS FOR $3,000,000 STUDIO, “IF VAN-
COUVER ,WANTS IT’—BRITISH
- FINANCING

Somewhere in Canada it is planned
to build an ultra modern moving pic-
ture studio, tully equipped to produce
talking pictures for  circulation
throughout the world under the Brit-
ish Quota Law.

This is the assurance of J. Harold
MacDowell, architect and accoustical

The Vancouver Sun August 19, 1932

expert of Los Angeles, who has ar-
ved in Vaacouver with definite plans
nd con-idential reports to lay before

J. W. Hobbs and R. Rowe Holland
nearly a year ago.

“Their study of the situation was
encouraged by the fact that Holly-
wood producers require more and
more British-Empire-made film in or-
der to get their own products ade
mitted to Great Britain,” states Mr.
MacDowell.

“We are now convinced that the
enterprise will be a success and are
assured by Hollywood producers that
the time was never more opportune
for action \ Y

The Vancouver Sun December 24, 1932




