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• Bruichladdich
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• Benromach
• Fettercairn
• Strathdee
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• Ben Nevis
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• Associated Scottish Distillers (ASD)
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• McNab Distilleries
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• Pilot training and WW1

• The move to Vancouver
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• The First Trans-Canada Flight (Basil Hobbs

• Rumrunning
• The ships 

◦ When Prince Albert cut the the Frisco Honolulu cable
• The Hobbs messages

• Back in UK
• DCL and National Distillers - The cooperation plans that failed
• Ferrolene and the patent
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• Inverlochy  Castle
• Torlundy and Ocean Mist
• Hobbs passes away 1963
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JOSEPH W. HOBBS – The Last Whisky Baron? – Part 8 

ACQUISITION OF DISTILLERIES - GLENLOCHY 

Hobbs will shortly buy up 7 distilleries together with investors or on behalf of National 
Distilleries (Train & McIntyre/Associated Scottish Distilleries). National Distillers (ND) 
was one of "the four" in the US. The others were Schenley, Seagrams and Hiram Walker. 
Scotch whisky imported into the United States had increased both in quantity and 
proportion. After the planned collaboration between DCL and ND had been cancelled 
(see Section 6), ND wanted to secure the supply of Scotch whisky. 

GLENLOCHY 

I have collected all information about Glenlochy for a long time on the website 
https://www.glenlochy.com/pages/4/22 and this is a short summary. 

6. November 1897 David McAndie, Nairn bought the land in Fort William from James 
Yorke Macgregor Scarlett, 4th Baron Abinger for £2,000. In 1898 he signed an agreement 
with The North British Railway to for tracks to the distillery. 

He ran into financial problems with the Clen Cawdor distillery (he was one of three 
partners) and other operations in Nairn, Inverness. Already in 1898, he brought in other 
shareholders and Glenlochy Fort-William Distillery Ltd was formed. One of the new 
owners was James Grant of Highland Park. 

Construction of the new distillery started and one of the companies involved was 
Abercrombie in Alloa (now Diageo Abercrombie). In October 1899 a  group from this 
climbed Ben Nevis and 4406 feet above sea level sang a hymn. 

The distillery became smaller than originally intended and the capacity was halved, 
1500 gallons a week. Production started on 4 February 1901 and at the opening 
ceremony 8 days later the colleague/competitor John MacDonald from Ben Nevis 
highlighted the tough situation in his speech. 

Already in 1903 McAndie left the company and in 1913 it was for sale but there was no 
buyer. There was no production between 1917 and 1920. In a prospectus in 1919 before 
the sale, it is mentioned that there were no houses for the distillery manager and staf. 

"I do not think it would be impossible to start distilling until these houses were ready, but 
it would be very dificult to carry on for long without them as it would be impossible to 
import anyone but single men" 

 

In 1920, a group of brewers bought the distillery and started production. According to 
The Distilleries of Great Britain & Ireland 1922-29, 2500 gallons a week were produced. 
In 1926 the production was stopped. 



In 1934 it was time for a new sale. Many books state that a car hire company Rankin 
Brothers, Lanarkshire bought the distillery. True, but the company also had another 
branch, buying buildings to demolish. They demolished both Boness and Gartloch 
distilleries. However, Glenlochy was never demolished, but in 1937 Rankin made a good 
profit when they sold to Train & McIntyre, Glasgow. (more on this company in a later 
part). In the same year, National Distillers, USA bought up almost all of Train & McIntyre. 
ND founds a company in Scotland, Associated Scottish Distillers (ASD), which is added 
as a subsidiary of Train & McIntyre. A National Archives file with documents on ASD 1938 
- 62 twhich was moved from the National Register of Archives for Scotland to the Diageo 
Archive has unfortunately disappeared. 

Production resumed in 1939 and the following year Hobbs sold his share in ASD and quit 
as CEO of the company. In Brian Spiller's "DCL Distillery Historical Series (1982)" it is 
stated that Hobbs received £38,000 for his shares and the right to buy up stocks of 
whisky. After that he seems to have concentrated on his patent to cut metal (Ferrolene 
Company, Leicester). With a unique method and gas mixture, this solution becomes 
widespread when the import of acetylene from Norway ceases during the war. 

1953 DCL buys up Train & McIntyre for €2,750,000. 

Investments are made and production is basically continuous until the beginning of 
1983. All whiskey was blended and today there are over a hundred Glenlochy 
Maltwhiskeys. (see list) 

More details: https://www.glenlochy.com/pages/4/22 

All summaries are available here: 
https://www.repspect.se/joseph_hobbs_summary.html 
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James Yorke Macgregor Scarlett,  
4th Baron Abinger  
Foto:  copyright  V&A Lafayette Agreement 18. November 1898

GLENLOCHY

Contractors

1897-98
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Mr John Macdonald, Ben Nevis Distillery vid invigningen  8. February 1901

GLENLOCHY

Directors: 
• James Grant, Kirkwall  (Highland Park) 
• David McAndie, Nairn, (Glen Cawdor) 
    (1903 ersatt av Alexander Kennedy Linklater) 
• John P. Elgin, Inverness 

The Scotsman 30. April 1913

Distillers', Brewers', and Spirit Merchants' Magazine  
1 June 1898  

James Grant 
 (Photo från Patricia Retson/ Martin Markvardsen Highland Park)
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From Report  - James Risk - 5. July 1919 

GLENLOCHY

Brewer Consortium in Lancashire and Yorkshire

1920
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Falkirk Herald - 27. April 1935 

The Scotsman - 26. November 1934 

GLENLOCHY

Kirkintilloch Herald - 8. June 1932

1934
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The Scotsman -  24.  February 1938 

Shields Daily News - 23. January 1937 

GLENLOCHY

Liverpool Daily Post -  8. January 1938

1937

The Scotsman 25. June 1938



1953

The Scotsman - 10. October 1953



GLENLOCHY
Distillery Managers

1900 ALLISON

1920 Robert MCGILLVRAY

John STUART1922

1938-43 David GARDNER

1949-53 Peter LOGIE

1954-68 John Davidson KNIGHT

1968-74 Eric (Eddie) EDMEADES

1974-79 George (Dod) WINTON

Mike GUNN1979-83
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Other Crew - see www,glenlochy.com
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Photo from Alan Winchester Photo 1961 Diageo Archive

The stills  - Photo from Mike Gunn Wash backs  - Photo from Dod 
Winton Mill -Photo from Dod Winton 
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