
glenlochy.com 2024




PART 2

glenlochy.com

• Glenury Royal
• Bruichladdich
• Glenlochy 
• Highland Esk/North Esk/ Montrose/Hillside/Glenesk
• Benromach
• Fettercairn
• Strathdee

• Glenmavis 
• Lochside 
• Ben Nevis

• W.A Gilbey
• W.H Holt
• Associated Scottish Distillers (ASD)
• Train & McIntyre
• McNab Distilleries

• Emigration to Canada 
• Pilot training and WW1

• The move to Vancouver
• The business in Vancouver
• The First Trans-Canada Flight (Basil Hobbs

• Rumrunning
• The ships 

◦ When Prince Albert cut the the Frisco Honolulu cable
• The Hobbs messages

• Back in UK
• DCL and National Distillers - The cooperation plans that failed
• Ferrolene and the patent
• The Great Cattle Ranch
• Inverlochy  Castle
• Torlundy and Ocean Mist
• Hobbs passes away 1963
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JOSEPH W. HOBBS – The Last Whiskey Baron? - part 2 
 
A>er the First World War, the brothers Joseph and Basil return to Canada. 
 
1918 Mabel Dell Mabel Dell and Joseph have a son. He gets the same name as his father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather – Joseph, and later in life will be acQve in whisky. 
 
In late 1919, Joseph W. is on an expediQon to find suitable sites for air bases along the coast 
of BriQsh Columbia. He is on the ship Stadacona. He buys the ship in March 1924 and sells it 
a month later. This ship is involved in rum-running. 1920 Joseph W. moves from Sault Ste 
Marie, Ontario to Vancouver. He is appointed head of the Vancouver Air Service AssociaQon, 
becomes president of the Vancouver Flying Club, and becomes a member of the Vancouver 
Automobile Club. He starts a business and both he and his wife quickly become part of the 
society in Vancouver. 
 
Joseph W. was a person who liked speed and he and a friend are fined for racing their cars in 
downtown Vancouver. He makes many trips to England and becomes an agent for W.A. 
Gilbey, Peter Dawson and the Taylor Brothers. An example of his sense of business is when 
he makes a "deal" with a Canadian company to deliver 50,000 wooden boxes to Gilbey in 
England. 
He early registers the "Sandy MacNab" whisky brand. A whisky brand that has an interesQng 
history and will become his whisky much later. 
 
In 1917, all provinces in Canada, except Quebec, had alcohol prohibiQon, but it ended 
completely in 1921. However, the sale of alcohol in Canada is regulated. 
 
In 1924 he was appointed head of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve (RNVR). The 
appointment is delayed "when it was discovered the nauQcal experience of the proposed 
commander, J.W. Hobbs, included rum-running." 
 
I will return to rum-running in later parts. 
 
Things are going well for Joseph W. and in 1924 he has a residence built on the fashionable 
Laurier Avenue in Vancouver for $25,000. 
 
The brother Basil gets top posiQons in the build-up of Canadian air defence and becomes a 
major. In October 1920, the first trans-Canada flight takes place. Basil Hobbs and Roger 
Leckie who shot down the Zeppelin in 1917, first fly the first part in a Fairey seaplane. The 
flight will not be completely undramaQc. In the turbulent weather, the engine cover tears off 
and hits the fuel pump. The two are soaked in gasoline and forced to make an emergency 
landing on the Saint John River. They order a new plane and conQnue the flight. In total, the 
flight across Canada takes 10 days and the total flight Qme was 49 hours and the distance 
5250 km. It is performed by 8 people in 6 different aircra>s. 
 
!925 Basil resigns from the Royal Canadian Air Force and becomes a partner in his brother's 
company, but he is staQoned in Montreal. The third partner in the firm is Colonel. O.F. 
Brothers. In 1925, the brothers visit W.H. Holt, Manchester (who own Aberlour disQllery) and 



they both become directors of this company. The history of this company will come in a later 
part. 
 
Joseph W. makes lots of trips to England. In 1927 he has travelled across the AtlanQc 22 Qmes 
and in November of that year he and Fred G. Johnston buy the Merchants Exchange Building 
in Vancouver from A. Melville Dollar for $400,000. Joseph and Fred were schoolmates from 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. On the ground the Marine Building will be built – Joseph will lose a 
lot of money on this project. Fred will be sentenced to prison. More on this in a later part. 
 
The full story of Joseph W. Hobbs - The Last Whiskey Baron - is on the website 
hjps://glenlochy.com/pages/12/65 
 
and the summaries you can find here:  www.respect.se/joseph_hobbs.html 



Photo  1923 - Vancouver Board of Trade - trip to England 

Joseph W. Hobbs - No 4 from right
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The Vancouver Sun  - September 29, 1917

Free Press Evening Bulletin  - March 3, 1924 - 25 year old whisky !!!

The Free Press Evening Bulletin 

  September 1, 1925

Don´t let false 
economy  s p o i l  
your enjoyment



 Basil Hobbs Robert Leckie

Images from Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame

The Victoria Daily Times October 7, 1920

Fairey IIIC seaplane Photo:John Orr/CASM 
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Curtiss HS-2L seaplane  Photo: Wikipedia



The Vancouver Sun  - Augusti 26, 1922

The Province  

November 1, 1925

The Victoria Daily Times December 11, 1919

Lloyds register 1918
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Advert in Wrigley’s BC Directory 1923
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From passenger list 1925 - adress in London W,A. Gilbey, The Pantheon Oxford Street

 Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office 1933

The Victoria Daily Times March 18, 1926
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 The Province, Vancouver November 20, 1927

 The Province, Vancouver November 11,1928

1656 Laurier Street, Vancouver 2014 - Photo by Eve Lazarus  
https://evelazarus.com/tag/1656-laurier-street/  


