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JOSEPH W. HOBBS — The Last Whiskey Baron? - part 2
After the First World War, the brothers Joseph and Basil return to Canada.

1918 Mabel Dell Mabel Dell and Joseph have a son. He gets the same name as his father,
grandfather, and great-grandfather — Joseph, and later in life will be active in whisky.

In late 1919, Joseph W. is on an expedition to find suitable sites for air bases along the coast
of British Columbia. He is on the ship Stadacona. He buys the ship in March 1924 and sells it
a month later. This ship is involved in rum-running. 1920 Joseph W. moves from Sault Ste
Marie, Ontario to Vancouver. He is appointed head of the Vancouver Air Service Association,
becomes president of the Vancouver Flying Club, and becomes a member of the Vancouver
Automobile Club. He starts a business and both he and his wife quickly become part of the
society in Vancouver.

Joseph W. was a person who liked speed and he and a friend are fined for racing their cars in
downtown Vancouver. He makes many trips to England and becomes an agent for W.A.
Gilbey, Peter Dawson and the Taylor Brothers. An example of his sense of business is when
he makes a "deal" with a Canadian company to deliver 50,000 wooden boxes to Gilbey in
England.

He early registers the "Sandy MacNab" whisky brand. A whisky brand that has an interesting
history and will become his whisky much later.

In 1917, all provinces in Canada, except Quebec, had alcohol prohibition, but it ended
completely in 1921. However, the sale of alcohol in Canada is regulated.

In 1924 he was appointed head of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve (RNVR). The
appointment is delayed "when it was discovered the nautical experience of the proposed
commander, J.W. Hobbs, included rum-running."

| will return to rum-running in later parts.

Things are going well for Joseph W. and in 1924 he has a residence built on the fashionable
Laurier Avenue in Vancouver for $25,000.

The brother Basil gets top positions in the build-up of Canadian air defence and becomes a
major. In October 1920, the first trans-Canada flight takes place. Basil Hobbs and Roger
Leckie who shot down the Zeppelin in 1917, first fly the first part in a Fairey seaplane. The
flight will not be completely undramatic. In the turbulent weather, the engine cover tears off
and hits the fuel pump. The two are soaked in gasoline and forced to make an emergency
landing on the Saint John River. They order a new plane and continue the flight. In total, the
flight across Canada takes 10 days and the total flight time was 49 hours and the distance
5250 km. It is performed by 8 people in 6 different aircrafts.

1925 Basil resigns from the Royal Canadian Air Force and becomes a partner in his brother's
company, but he is stationed in Montreal. The third partner in the firm is Colonel. O.F.
Brothers. In 1925, the brothers visit W.H. Holt, Manchester (who own Aberlour distillery) and



they both become directors of this company. The history of this company will come in a later
part.

Joseph W. makes lots of trips to England. In 1927 he has travelled across the Atlantic 22 times
and in November of that year he and Fred G. Johnston buy the Merchants Exchange Building
in Vancouver from A. Melville Dollar for $400,000. Joseph and Fred were schoolmates from
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. On the ground the Marine Building will be built —Joseph will lose a
lot of money on this project. Fred will be sentenced to prison. More on this in a later part.

The full story of Joseph W. Hobbs - The Last Whiskey Baron - is on the website
https://glenlochy.com/pages/12/65

and the summaries you can find here: www.respect.se/joseph_hobbs.html



A Last Minute
Public Announcement

Henry Wootten & Son

Take this last opportunity to inform the public and the dealers
that they have made a final clarance from bond of 500 cases of
TRAIN & McINTYRE'S “VETERAN" SCOTCH WHISKY
TRAIN & McINTYRE'S “SPECIAL LIQUEURS”

TRAIN & McINTYRE'S “GREY LLABEL"

While they last, these standard whiskies can he obtained at our

warchouse—we won't deliver—for

$19.00 Per Case.  $22,00 Per Case. $28.00 Per Case.

Lach case contains one dozen quarts.

Dealers will be given usual trade discount.

Henry Wootten & Son

WIOLISALE IMPORTERS
343 WATER STREET VANCOUVER. B.C.

Phone SEY. 230

Photo 1923 - Vancouver Board of Trade - trip to England
Joseph W. Hobbs - No 4 from right

‘N\“\E TAY'.OR

CHOICEOLD 0O
LIQUEUR SCOTCHWHISKY

Bottled in Scotland in the specially shaped
Grannie Taylor bottl . Packed in card-
board carton. Guaranteed 25 years old.

TAYLOR BROTHERS & CO.rGlugou;I.TDJ

Free Press Evening Bulletin - March 3, 1924 - 25 year old whisky !!!

Don’t let false

economy spoil
your enjoyment

Cents

—make a big difference in
the quality of Scotch
Whisky.

Don't let false ezonomy
spoil your enjoyment.
“Grannie Taylor” is guar-
anteed 25 years old —
matured and bottled in
Scotland. Just try it!

Grannie Taylor's
CHOICE OLD LIQUEUR

Scoich Whisky

Taylor Brothers & Co.
(Glasgow) Ltd.

The Free Press Evening Bulletin

September 1, 1925
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Basil Hobbs Robert Leckie

Images from Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame

Trans-Continental
Auviators Meet With
Disaster at Start

Seaplane Wrecked Northeast of 8t. John Shortly After
Commencement of Coast-to-Coast Flight; Colonel
Leckie and Major Hobbs Uninjured.

St. John, N.B., Oct. 7.—Colonel Robert Leckie and Major Basil
Hobbs, who hopped off this morning from Halifax for a trans-
Canada flight to Vancouver, crashed a short time later at Long
Beach, twenty miles northeast of 8t. John. Their light seaplane
was wrecked but the aviators -apparemtly were uninjured, as
Colonel Leckie telephoned here for another flying boat.

The two Canadian Air Force aviators, who took off at 8 o'clock
for Riviere du Loup on the first leg of their journey, sped over this
city at 10,45 apparently going strong. Colonel Leckie's urgent
message for another seaplane was interpreted here as meaning
that he intended resuming his flight immediately.

The Victoria Daily Times October 7, 1920

Curtiss HS-2L seaplane Photo: Wikipedia

Fairey IlIC seaplane Photo:John Orr/CASM
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Looking For
Yesterday Capt. Hobbs, of the Cana-
dian Air Board, left on board the
patrol steamer Stadacona Lo survey
the southern British Columbia coast.
He will makes a very comprehensive
search for suitable aeroplane bases.
Accompanying Capt. Hobbs is Dis-
trict Engineer C, C. Worsfold, of the
Department of Public Work, and two

Lloyds register 1918

repre<entatives from the Provincial
Forestry Department. The Victoria Daily Times December 11, 1919

SPEEDERS pPINED

SOUTH VANCOUVER, Aug, 28-J.
er?ht. S11 Dunsmutr htrut. and J.
fobbe, 1311 Standard Bank build-
Ing, urrontod for racing automobiies
on Kingsway, wera arralgned before
5 ; ) ) , VYA ' Magistrate T. ¥, Johnson and fined
o b ! \ | Y LU I §46. George Molaughlin ot Coquit-
: ~ e N I NS B 3 I u‘wu finod §10, and H. 85 Massny,
The Province \ Main Street, $10 and costs, for
spoading. The case of Lee Yim, a
November 1, 1925 Chiness charged with the theft of ap-
proximutely 3100 from Young Luck,
and who was to have appearad for
houring this morning, was postponed
until next Wednesday,

If == e — i —— — . e (L W LY -

The Vancouver Sun - Augusti 26, 1922

/mlt)/l//%&b; lw:im w.;p«-t.s e/x

Donelis ' ' n L7
Autis Sl Chomer Mol Jol e 1 Vend, cf %g/m man 1 the British e

Lraining cruises, s —OR 64 ins,
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308,210. (CLASS 49. DISTILLED ALCOIIOLIC LIQ-
UORB.) Jossrn Winriam Hosss, Vancouver, British
Columbla, Canada, Flled Aug. 12, 1083, Berlal No.
340,648,
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Cabie Address: "HON0O." Vanaeuver. All Cofdes

W. A. GILBEY, Ltd.

THE PANTHEON OXFORD STREET LONDON W.

THE LARGEMN

Wine Merchants and Disullers

IN THE WonrLn
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1130 Standard Bank Buildivg """"""""" Vancouver, B.C.

OEVENTEEN NEW
FIRMG READY 10
T ART BUSINESS

Activity in many lines of British
Columbia business continued during
the last week with the incorporation
of seventeen new concerns to operate
in this Province. They were as fol-
lows:

Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office 1933

- -

b B e M, L

Advert in Wrigley’s BC Directory 1923

Hobbs Brothers Limited, $250,000,
Vancouver, private

The Victoria Daily Times March 18, 1926
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PPROMINENT DOWNTOWN PROPERTY SOLD Developing Business Property

THE MERCHANTS EXCHANGE BUILDI

The Province, Vancouver November 20, 1927

CAPTAIN J. W. HOBBS, MAJOR 1. E. CLARK, !
Vancouver Assoclate of Toronto Bond Vice-president and General Manager
House. G. A, Stimson & Co.

The Province, Vancouver November 11,1928

e~ .

1656 Laurier Street, Vancouver 2014 - Photo by Eve Lazarus

https://evelazarus.com/tag/1656-laurier-street/
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