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JOSEPH W. HOBBS - The Last Whisky Baron? Part 6

THE MOVE BACK - THE PLANS FOR COOPERATION DCL & NATIONAL DISTILLERS ARE
CANCELLED -HOBBS’ PATENT

Hobbs lost large sums of money in the Marine Building project in Vancouver, and it
became more difficult and riskier to make large sums of money from rum running.

Around 1932, Hobbs returned to England with his new wife. He set up a new export
business - Joseph Hobbs & Co - on Regent Street in London. Already in 1933, he
travelled to New York. He had realized that it was possible to make big money the day
the prohibition period was over, and you had to be prepared.

In 1934, it was possible to buy alcohol again in the USA. In the same year, DCL and
National Distillers, USA discussed a cooperation. The plan was to form a joint venture
and build two distilleries in Linden N.J. to make gin. The new company would have the
sales rights to DCL's gin brands in the US. In November 1934, it was announced that the
negotiations had ended and that there would be no cooperation. In Weir's book "The
History of the Distillers Company 1877 - 1939" he addresses likely causes for the failure,
but from DCL's point of view. DCL built the two gin distilleries themselves and ND built in
record time (3 months) a gin distillery in Carthage, Cincinnati in partnership with W.A.
Gilbey's. This seemed to be the starting point for ND to look for distilleries in Scotland
and they will own seven. More about these distilleries in later sections.

The brother Basil remained in Canada and was "Overseas Director" for D.J. McCallum
and the photo shows him writing a distribution agreement in 1935 with an American
firm. Coincidentally, McCallum's Edinburgh office was bombed by a Zeppelinin 1916.
Basil Hobbs shot down a Zeppelinin 1917. (see part 1)

In 1935 Hobbs was sued by a London printer for unpaid label. During the trial he claimed
that he was not to blame, but the distilleries. He also said that it was not possible to sell
the whisky in the United States with common names and that the same whisky was sold
under different names. The whisky came from Train & Mclntyre and W.H. Holt (more
about these companies in later parts). Judge Dumas got tired of Hobbs' argument:

"Mr Hobbs | don't believe you. You have come here masquerading in every
conceivable name in order to impose goods upon the public in America. Go
away. | am sorry to have lost my temper.”

Already in 1934, Hobbs registered the company Oxy Ferrolene Ltd with the same
address as McNab Distilleries Ltd, 11, Waterloo Place in London. During WW the import
of acetylene from Norway was cut off. Hobbs had invented a gas mixture and method to
replace acetylene for gas cutting of metal. The market name was Ferrogas and
production started up in Leicester. His son was active in the company for many years.



On the website https://glenlochy.com/pages/12/71 there are more details.
All summaries can be found here:

h=ps://www.repspect.se/joseph_hobbs_summary.html



Lee J. Gunson (left) and Basil D. Hobbs (right)
May 29, 1937 (private collection)

=) ' THE SCOTCH THAT CIRCLES THE GLOIE@
The. Choice. of
MALTA cnd MANHATTAN

| Thalucky caes who have sampled them i
all sy “McCallum's Perfoction Scotch.” |¢
That goes the world over. It's a prime |}
favorite from Bombay to Broadway, from |}
Bagdad 1o Boston. Highly individual ||

& and absolutely uniform. McCallum's has |4

been produced since 1807 by one Edin- |¢

¢ burgh family. Every drop sold is eight ||
& yonrs cld. It comes in an oval bottla— |*
&;" 1aped, soaled and made tmper-prool. ||
Every bottls of McCallum's Parfection ||

Tas a figger top which is mighty handy

every time you want 1o measure a spot. ||
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Full Fifth
$3.65
Code No.

Detroit Free Press October 25, 1935
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DIFFERENT
LABELS, BUT

SAME STUFF

Judge Disbelieves
American Agent

" YOU canit sell whisky in

America under an ordinary
name. They want a Scotch
name, " said Mr, Joseph William
Hobbs, an American trading ae
J. W. Hobbs & Coy., export mer-
chants, Regent Street, London, in
giving ecvidence at Westminster
County Court yesterday.

Daily Record May 24, 1935
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Oxy-FErRROLENE, L1D. — (P.C.). — Capital f100.
Objects: To carry on the business of manufacturers of
and dealers in oxygen, solid, liquid or gaseous fuels and
chemicals of every mnature, etc. R.O.: 11 Waterloo
Place, Pall Mall, S.W.1.

The Chemist and Druggist, June 9, 1934

Ser. No. 469,876, OxYy-FerrorLexs LimiTep, Lelcester,
England. Filed May 2, 1044,

Friit{ S

FOR GASEOUS FUELS COMPRISING COAL GAS,
METHANE, WATER GAS, COKE OVEN GAS AND PRO-
DUCER GAS AND LIQUIDS FOR GENERATING GAS
OR VAPOUR FOR USE AS FUEL COMPRISING DI-
ETHYL ETHER, METHOL ALCOHOL, AMYL ALCOHOL,
BUTYL ALCOHOL, AND PROPYL ALCOHOL.

Claims use since July 290, 1930

Inventor’s Secret Tests in
ALD. J. W. WEST, Leicgstershire

fraATuUNnIe B
Leicester Evening Mail - December 28, 1943

The most recent, and perhaps the most
promising, is the new oxy-ferrolene
method of cutting and welding, which
employs coal gas impregnated with a
liquid instead of oxygen-acetylene gas.

This impregnation of the coal gas lowers
the ignition point of the mixture and
delays the propagation of the flame. It
also has the effect of greatly increasing
the cutting action of the gas when the
apparatus is used for cutting as distinct
from welding. Much less attention is
required than is necessary with an
acetylene generator, and the welding of
metallic articles by the oxy-ferrolene
method is said to be markedly cheaper
than by the ~xy-acetylene process.

Western Mail March 29, 1935



GIN FOR US. MARKET

London Firm's Reported

Participation

NeEw Yorrk, FEBRTUARY 19.
It is reported that negotiations are
almost concluded granting to the
National Distillers’ Products Corporation
he exclusive right of manufacturing gin
in the United States under the formulze
owned by W. and A Gilbey, Ltd., oi
London.  While the details ‘have not
been revealed, it is believed that the
agreement lnvolves the formation of a

new corporation to be owned jointly by
the two concerns mentioned.

Porter N'aﬁé_(”imﬁead
Of Gilbey Company

Organization and election of of-
ficers of W. & A, Gilbey, Ltd., of
Delaware was effected at the execu-
tive offices of National Distillers
Products Corp., 120 Broadway. Seton
Porter, president of National Dis-
tillers, was elected president of the
new company, which will manufac-
ture Gilbey's London Dry Gin at a
new distillery just completed at|
Cincinnati, Ohlo.

The W. & A. Gilbey Company of
Delaware {s owned jointly by W, &
A. Gilbey, Ltd., of Great Britain and
National Dlsmlers Products Cor-
poration, with the latter holding a
majority interest.

The Guardian February 20, 1935

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle May 23, 1935

NATIONAL DISTILLERS

has the honor of announcing
one of the World’s great Gins
has become a Citizen of America!

in the past 69 years when the
mere mention of Gilbey’s Gin
/ failed to kindle a glow of expec-
%  tancy in the eyes of Englishmen

who knew fine liquor.

To them, it was the prince of liquors. A noble bev-

ge to be drunk straight or mixed, as you liked . . .
ays with fitting ceremony and due apprecia-
ts smooth mr ction.

For three nrr:mrm the na vmraml fame of Gilbey's

1
artini of Gilbey's . . . and two months
afari campfire in Uganda, a jigger of

straight.

Bave had a gin-and.-tonic on the Terrace

01 deck of the
 Shanghai

sling on the big
ATeE Nl e eays Jon'd
get Gilbey's Gin. For wherever men who loved fine
liquors went, Gilbey's went, t0o.

al Distillers has delayed
of fine

+ but Gi A"ll‘\ s
just adding another gin to the hundreds

g:f , HERE has never been a day”
[T i s

GILBEY'S GIN

.. for three generations one of the World’s

great liquors. ..
tilling organization . .

Gilbey, Ltd., for 69 years..

already oii your retailers’ shelves had no temptation

for National Distillers. Ever since Repeal there has

been a place in America for a gin of imported rpmlm
. at a domestic prices

So Gilbey's in America had 0 be a fine gin. And
is! Not the slightest detail has been overlooked
to insure that smooth and mellow vigor and that rare
delicacy of flavoring that have made Gilbey's one of

the world's great gins. p
4
The new Gilbey distillery in Gin- g b,

cinnat, in the grain bel, is under
the control of America’s greatest
distilling organization, The juniper
berties, coriander sceds, angelica

is now made in America...
under the control of America’s greatest dis-
. with flavorings from
the same sources that have served W. & A.
.under the eyes
of the same family that originated the fa-

mous formula in 1867 |
... and priced at the $1 20 1l
amazing figure of . . . . . ] 4R

DISTILLED

4/5 QUART
No. 3398)

t i

root and all the othér flavorings that make Gilbey’s a
memorable drink, are coming from exactly the same
localities in Earope that have supplied W. & A. Gilbey,
Litd., ‘since 1867. And men who watched over the
making of Gilbey's in London for nearly 70 years
are over here to see that our new “Citizen” lives
up to Gilbey's traditions.

Today, we offer you in G |“r\ s not “just another
gin” but one of the world's great gins. A gin of
imported quality . . . but at a domestic gin price!
And a gin with an international taste that will open
your eyes, we think, to possibilities that you never
dreamed lay in a cocktail or a tall, tinkling gin drink.
Get a bottle of the new Gilbey’s Gin and see what
you bave been missing.

W

90 PROOF

2

A MARK TO TRUST
FOR QUALITY

PENN-MARYLAND CORPORATION

A division of NATIONAL DISTILLERS . . . Executive Offices, New York City
[all MAin 4452.--J. & M. LIQUOR DELIVERY SERVICE, for Prompt Delivery of “Natignal Distillers Brands.” Service Charge, 25¢

The Cincinnati Post July 2, 1935
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